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military force, and placed the whole island under genuine
Norman rule, he might have had to win a battle of Hastings,
but he would have laid the foundations of a solid government,
and Irish History would have run a different course. Un-
happily, as often has been the case in Irish affairs, the king was
turned away from his first purpose, by events which led him into
other directions. He was engaged in a disastrous contest with
the Celts of Wales, which may have made him cautious, as re-
gards those of Ireland; had become involved in war, about his
possessions in France; and he had to struggle for years with
Becket and the Church. Time passed ; and what might have
been the occasion for a conquest of Ireland, harsh but com-
plete, ended in a mere filibustering raid, of evil omen to
England and Ireland alike. The tale of the lust of Dermod,
and of the wrongs of O'Ruarc, may be as mythical as that of
Lucrece and Tarquin; all that is certain is that, a long time
afterwards, Dermod was deposed from the kingship of Leinster
by Roderick O'Conor, the titular Monarch, and that Dermod
carried his complaints to Henry, reckless of the consequences,
after the Celtic fashion. A few words, dropped by the king
in Aquitaine, gave 'the exile the encouragement he sought;
and he applied to Richard de Clare, the well-known Strong-
bow, and to Robert Fitzstephen and Maurice Fitzgerald.
Norman adventurers settled for some time in Wales, for aid to
regain his forfeited kingdom. A bargain was easily struck
with warriors, ready for feats of arms, and any daring enter-
prise that might bring glory, and plunder with it. Strongbow
was promised the hand of Eva, the daughter of Dermod, and
ample domains in the richest parts of Leinster; Fitzstephen
and Fitzgerald were to receive large grants of land; and the
invasion of Ireland was to be the consequence.
Fitzstephen was the first to make the descent \ he landed
at Bannow, on the coast of Wexford, in the beginning of
May 1170. The number of his force has been estimated at